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CHENNAI, AUG 14 /--/
Several key flyovers and
subways in this metropolis
would soon sport dynamic
lighting, displaying
splashes of different hues to
suit specific occasions with
chief minister K
Palaniswami today
inaugurating a Rs 33 crore
beautification project. The
dynamic lighting system
would illuminate flyovers
and subways at 37 places
with a variety of colours,
which will change
seamlessly, setting a new
ambience and mood to suit
occasions such as
Independence Day. Marking
the project launch at the
Secretariat in the Fort St
George premises, he turned
on the lighting system at the
iconic Napier Bridge and
the busy Dr Radhakrishnan
Salai flyover. It was taken up
to "enhance the appearance,
look and feel of the bridges,
flyovers and the city", the

 A girl sells  tricolour flags on street on eve of  Independent Day celeberation in Lucknow

Chennai flyovers to glitter under
dynamic lighting project

Greater Chennai
Corporation (GCC) said.

As many as 15 flyovers/
Grade Separators one Road
Over Bridge, 16 vehicular
subways and five
pedestrian subways will
have the dynamic lighting,
it said. The GCC, in a

statement, said on special
occasions like
Independence Day the
bridges can be lit up
showcasing the tri-colour.
"On important occasions
such as Autism Day, Breast

Cancer Awareness Day,
Glaucoma, Down
Syndrome, etc, the bridges
can be lit according to the
colours that signify the
causes and couldcreate
awareness among the
general public,"it said. The
work of illuminating all the

bridges has already started
and will becompleted soon.
Once these locations are
illuminated with dynamic
lighting, it will enhance the
beauty of the bridges and
its surroundings, the GCC

said. Deputy chief minister
O Panneerselvam,
Municipal administration
minister S P Velumani,
chief secretary K
Shanmugam participated in
the inaugural function.
Multilayered security
arrangements and a
mandatory adherence to
social distancing norms are
in place for the 74th
Independence Day
celebrations at the Mughal-
era Red Fort this year. A
security ring, including
NSG snipers, elite SWAT
commandos and kite
catchers, will be placed
around the Red Fort from
where Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will address
the nation. The Delhi Police
has made multilayered
arrangements in connection
with the Independence Day
celebrations. Necessary
coordination has been made
with other agencies like the
NSG, SPG and ITBP. (PTI)

BHOPAL,AUG 14 /--/
Madhya Pradesh Congress
president Kamal Nath today
said he has just toed his
partys line on the Ram
temple issue and called
himself a "devout Hindu"
who has respect for all other
faiths. Nath was reacting to
a Congress MP from Kerala

writing to party president
Sonia Gandhi against senior
leaders extending support to
the construction of the
temple in Ayodhya for which
'bhoomi pujan' was
performed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
August 5. T N Prathapan, the
party's Lok Sabha MP from

Kerala likely to witness 10k
 to 20k cases per day during
Aug-Sept: Health Minister

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, AUG
14 /--/ Kerala is likely to witness a
sharp rise in COVID-19 cases in the
months of  August and September
with daily infections expected to
touch between 10,000 to 20,000, state
health minister K K Shailaja said.
"Experts have opined that during the
months of  August and September we
may witness a surge in COVID-19
cases. We may report between 10,000
to 20,000 cases per day," she said in a
video campaign urging the youth to
join the "Covid Brigade" to halt the
pandemic spread. Noting that the
death rate graph will start rising if the
positive cases shoot up, the Minister
said it should be stopped. "We must
also understand that the death toll will
increase with the rise in the number
of cases. So, we need to put a hold on
the rise in cases. For that the people
must cooperate. They should strictly
follow the health protocol of wearing
masks, handwashing and social
distancing in order to break the chain
of virus from spreading," Shailaja
said. India's first Covid-19 case was
reported from the southern state on
January 30 when a woman medical

student tested positive on her return
to the state from Wuhan in China, the
epicentre of  the novel coronavirus.
The second and third cases in the
country were also Wuhan returnees.
On May 5, the state had 500 cases,
which doubled to 1000 by May 27. On
July 4, Kerala reported 5000 cases, by

July 16 the state breached the 10,000
mark and by July 28, over 20,000
cases were reported. On Thursday,
Kerala recorded 1,564 cases, taking
the total infection tally to 39,708.
Three deaths were also reported
yesterdaytaking the toll to 129.
Appealing to the youth to join the
'Covid Brigade,' which will become a

model to the world, she said
thousands of health workers and
other personnel are fighting the
pandemic. There is a need for more
volunteers -- both medical and non
medical -- to come forward and join the
war against the disease. Practitioners
of modern medicine as well as
ayurveda, homeo, dental along with
lab technicians, pharmacists and
nurses can join the brigade. "People
from non-medical fields like MSW,
MHA, MBA holders, are required for
the fight and they should also register
for joining our Covid Brigade. All
those who wish to volunteer should
register for joining. This historic
move will be a model to the world,"
she pointed out. Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan had on July 23,
announced the formation of the
'Covid Brigade' consisting of doctors,
nurses, para medical staff and
volunteers to man the First Line
Treatment Centres (FLTC). "More
people are needed to strengthen Covid
defensive operations in view of the
rising numbers of  cases. We have
worked out an integrated action plan,"
Vijayan had said. (PTI)

K K Shailaja

NEW DELHI, AUG 14 /--/
Noting that there has been a
significant decline in the
number of voluntary blood
donations in view of  COVID-
19 and apprehensions about
hospital environment, Union
Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan today appealed to
people to come forward to
donate blood. Blood is
required for emergency
surgeries, blood disorders like
thalassemia, blood cancer
and road accidents and
trauma cases, he highlighted.
"Hence the best way to serve
human kind is voluntary
blood donation," Vardhan
said as he inaugurated a
Voluntary Blood Donation
Campaign at AIIMS here. The
camp, organized by AIIMS on
the eve of  Independence Day,
is dedicated to both soldiers

Health minister inaugurates blood
donation camp at AIIMS

as well as COVID warriors
who lost their life while
safeguarding the country and
its citizens, the health
ministry said in a statement.
Two families were invited as
guests of honour - one family
of a martyred soldier and one
family of  a fallen COVID
warrior of AIIMS. On India's
fight against COVID-19,
Vardhan said India's
continuously rising recovery
rate and progressively falling
case fatality rate have proven
the success of  the COVID-19
containment strategy
followed by all states and UTs.
"We have successfully
ramped up our testing
capacity which has crossed
the 8.4 lakh milestone today
with more than 1450 testing
labs spread across the country.
"I have confidence in the

scientific developments
taking place in the field of
treatment and vaccines for
COVID-19 and soon India will
achieve more success in our
fight against COVID-19,"
Vardhan was quoted as
saying in the statement. At the
blood donation camp, the
Union Health Minister
interacted with blood donors
and awarded them
certificates for contributing
to the blood donation drive.
He encouraged doctors and
healthcare workers
themselves to come up in
large numbers on the eve of
Independence Day to donate
blood and save lives of
patients. Vardhan also
expressed satisfaction that all
precautions were being
ensured at the camp
including arrangement of

face shields, masks, gloves
etc, the statement said.
Appreciating the initiative
taken up by AIIMS, Vardhan
said, On the eve of our 73rd
Independence Day, this
voluntary blood donation
camp is a tribute to both
fallen COVID white coat
warriors and the Kargil
martyrs. We must remember
the ultimate sacrifice made
by the COVID warriors
including doctors, nurses or
paramedical staff  while saving
people's lives in the pandemic.
To mark the event, the family
members of  deceased COVID
warrior Hiralal, who was a
frontline health worker at
AIIMS and family members of
Kargil martyr Lance Naik
Rajbir Singh were honoured
for their sacrifice, the ministry
said in the statement.  (PTI)

COVID-19 situation not conducive
 to reopening of temples: Bombay HC

MUMBAI, AUG 14 /--/ Observing
that the current situation was "not at
all conducive" to reopening of places
of  worship, the Bombay High Court
today refused to pass any interim
order directing that temples in
Maharashtra be opened for public. A
bench of Chief Justice Dipankar
Datta and Justice P V Tavade said the
COVID-19 situation in the state had
not improved and people must
therefore, pray at home. The bench
was hearing a public interest
litigation filed through advocate
Dipesh Siroya seeking that the
Maharashtra government be directed
to reopen temples for public. The
state government could open temples
and allow only a limited number of
worshippers at a time in accordance
with its COVID-19 lockdown
guidelines, Siroya argued. The bench,

however, asked Siroya which temple
he considered personally, to be the
"biggest?" "The biggest temple is
humanity," Siroya said. To which, the
bench responded saying, "If  you have
any love for humanity, do not press

for such prayers then." "For the love
and safety of  humanity, pray at
home," it said. The state government
pointed out that on August 12, it had
submitted a detailed reply before

another bench of the high court
explaining how COVID-19 cases were
still on the rise and that opening
temples or any other places of
worship was not feasible currently.
The state government said it had
prohibited public gatherings for
celebrations for Gudi Padwa and
Janmashtami, and people had been
asked to pray at home. When Siroya
pointed out that several other states
had reopened some places of  worship,
and that the COVID-19 situation in
Maharashtra was improving, the
bench said, it did not think the
situation had improved. "If the
situation improves, this temple of
justice will be the first to open its
doors to the public. The current
situation is not at all conducive to
opening doors (of places of worship)
to the public," it said. (PTI)

I have not deviated from Cong stand on Ram temple: Nath
Thrissur, in the letter to
Gandhi, had questioned the
support senior Congress
leaders Nath and Digvijaya
Singh extended to the
construction of the temple,
saying it is like "bowing low
for temporary successes". An
unfazed Nath said he has not
deviated from the long -held
party stand on the Ayodhya
issue. I have stuck to the

stand taken by the first
prime minister Jawaharlal
Nehru ji and former PM
Rajiv Gandhi on Ram
temple. Nothing more
shouldbe read into it (recent
statements on the issue)," he
told news agency PTI at his
residence when asked about
Prathapan's letter. Rajiv ji got
it (locks of Ram temple at
Ayodhya) opened. We were

against the demolition of the
Babri mosque. The Congress
stand was clear that we will
abide by the courts decision
on it. That is it, the former
chief minister said. "I had
got the biggest Hanuman
Temple built in Chhindwara
(his home district). I am a
devout Hindu who has g
immense respect for all other
faiths," he said.  (PTI)

Kamal Nath


